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MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL AND GENERAL COURT 
1622-1629*. 



From the Originals in the Library of Congress. 



(Continued.) 



*A11 erasures in the originals are here printed in italics. 



(164.) 
Y* is ordered that Capt. West shall deliver some Cloathes 
to the Portugall out of Capt. Jones his clothes chest of Cloathes 
for his present use w'ch is to be satisfied out of ye negroes 
labour. Y* is ordered y* the negro y 4 cam in w'th Capt. 
Jones shall remaine w'th y* L'a. Yardley till further order be 
taken for him and that he shalbe allowed by the Lady Yardley 
monthly for his labor forty pound weigght of good merchant- 
able tobacco for his labor and service so longe as he remaine 
with her. 

(165.) 

A Copie of M r John Woodall (1) His Letter M r Richard Wake. 

Y* so god have appoynted y' my servante Christopher Beste 
be not living at your cominge into Virginia or that he before 
your cominge bee come for Englande, then I pray you to take 
into your Custodie on barrell of whet flower marked as in 
the margent & (W. No. 8) also one Rundlett of six gallons of 
aquavitae, and Also one Rundlett of like (W. No. 2) quantitie 

(1) John Woodall as a surgeon of London who made business venture 5 
in Virginia. Long afterwards he was suing to recover for other losses. 
See this Magazine, XI, 175, 178, 285, 287. Christopher Best was living 
at James City in 1623. 

(2) At the Census of 1624-5, Robert Saben, aged 30, who came in 
the Margaret and John in 1622, was living at Elizabeth City. 



MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL AND GENERAL COURT. 143 

filled with Tamarindos 36 li and to sell them for me to the best 
advantage you can and I will give unto you for your love 
[?] to me in selling of them as honest Just p'ffett, the Rundletts 
are marked (W. No. 4) as in the margent, and for y e Kilderkin 
(W. No. 5) and smale cheaste marked as in the margent I 
pray you desire the m'r of the shipp to bring them back again 
to me unop- (C. B. No. 2) ened and well Condiconed and I 
will paye him fraught as also all my letters I wrote to Chris- 
topher Beste. I desire you to return them sealed unto me 
and I pray you speak to him for them and soe God blesse 
your Vioage. In witness whereof I have hereunto sett my 
hande the 5 th of November 1624. 
By me John Woodall, 



To his loving friend M r 
Wake, Chirurgeon 

This 



& 



(166.) 

A Courte held the thirde daye of October 1625, being present 
S'r ffrancis Wyatt, Knight, Governor &c., Capt. Francis West, 
Capt. Roger Smith, Capt. Raphe Hamer, Capt. Samuel Math- 
ews, Mr. William Cleybourne. 

Y* is ordered y* A warrant be sent for Robert Saben(2) and 
William Pryor to appeare before the Govern' and Councill at 
James Cyttie uppon monday next, and y* Pryor doe bringe up 
his Covenant with him. 

Y* is ordered y* Walter Horsefort shall put in Sufficient 
securitie betwixt this and monday next to the Purser and ships 
Companie for such deft as shalbe dew unto them. 

The Court hath ordered [word illegible] uppon the annext 
peticone of Thomas Southerne, one of the Company's tenants 
y 4 he shall presently have his freedom, payinge bis rent for the 
year, And putting in bond with sufficient securitie in a hundred 
pounds Ster. y* he shall pay for the residue of his tyme he is to 
serve as any of the publique Tenants shall paye, whether he 
live or dye. 
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Y* is ordered y* y" master of the Elizabeth shall pay for a 
hogg's [hogshead] of meale, a bushell of peas, one bushell and 
a half of meale and one firkin of suet beinge the goodes of Jo. 
Peckenell, Deaceased, one hundred & fyfteen pound of Tobacco. 



(167.) 

Y* is ordered y* Mr. David Sandys, (3) minister, dying about 
the first of August laste, shall have the dewes paide for his 
ministerie as yf he had lived till the Cropp had been gathered, 
And that all his p'rishoners do paye their tythes to the 
Administrator or Executor of the said Mr. Sandys or theire 
lawfull Assignes. 

Y 4 is ordered y l accordinge to y e great Charter of orders, 
the Counsell shall receave for their moytie the moytie of the 
rents of the publique Tenants, Allowing out of it to Mr. Wm. 
Cleybourne for his means belonging to his office of Surveyor 
for this year fower hundred weight of Tobacco. And to Randall 
Smallwood, (4), Provost Marshall two hundred pound of 
Tobacco and three barrells of Corne. And the other moytie 
to remaine in the hands of S'r ffrancis Wyatt, Governor &c, 
a p'te Satisfaction of his meanes dew to him. 

Y l is ordered y 8 negro caled by the name of brase shall be- 
long to S'r ffrancis Wyatt, Governor &c, As his servant, not- 
w'thstandinge any sale by Capt. Jonnes to Capt. Bass, or any 
other chaleng [?] by the ships company, And neither Capt. 
Bass shalbe lyable to his bill to Capt. Jones, nor Capt. Jones 
to his Covenant of making good the sale to Capt. Bass. 



(168.) 
The Oathes of Thomas Swyft (5) and William Bynks Taken 
before the ryght Worp'll S'r ffrancis Wyatt, Knight, Governor 
&c, the seventh day of October 1625. 

(3) David Sandys, minister of James City, 1624-5, came in the Bona- 
venture in 1620. 

(4) Randall Smallwood, who was for some years provost marsha 
at Jamestown, was living there in 1623. 

(5) Thomas Swift who came in the Tiger in 1622, was living on George 
Sandys' plantation near Jamestown 1624-5. He seems to have succeeded 
Capt. Norton at the Glass House. In 1623 he, John Burland and William 
Bincks, were living at "the plantation over against Jamestown." Wm. 
Bincks and Ann his wife came in the George. 
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Thomas Swyft, gent., uppon his oath deposeth that he 
hath herde John Burland sundrie tymes demande of Mr. Therer 
[Treasurer] satisfaction for certen Tobacco and three bar- 
rells of Corne w'ch Capt. William Norton did owe him and 
sayeth that Mr. Trear. did p'mise him payment as soone as 
Capt. Norton's goodes were solde. 

And further he sayeth y* he hath herde it often tymes re- 
cited by divers p'sons that Thomas Wilson did worke a longe 
time with Capt. Norton (but how longe he doth not certenly 
know), and further sayeth that he hath herde Mr. Peirce Ber- 
nardo who lived in house with Capt. Norton saye that the 
said Willson did never receave sattisfaction of Capt. Norton 
for his worke. 

William Bynckes sworne & deposeth that he knew that 
the said John Burland did remain with Capt. Norton before 
his death and after, A twelve month at the lest, but [what?] 
wages he was to have he knoweth not. 

And as Concerninge Thomas Willson he deposeth as Mr. 
Swyft hath saide. 



(169.) 

A Courte held the XVI th of October 1625 beinge present 
Sr ffrancis Wyatt, Knight, Governor &c, Capt. ffrancis West, 
Capt. Roger Smith, Capt. Raphe Hamor, Capt. Samuell 
Mathews, Mr. William Cleyboume. 

Y* is ordered y* William Davis (5) shall pay to the Assignees 
of Morris Thompson Imediately three hundred pounds weighs 
of Tobacco w'ch was dew to the Morris Thompson bybonde 
the ffirst of December last past as by y c bond p'duced in Courte 
Appeareth, And by the said Wm. Davis Acknowledged in 
Courte. 

Yt is ordered y* the Provost Marshall shall receeve all such 
depts and Tobacco as shalbe dew to Elizabeth ffox widdow 
and to take the charge of sendinge the same to her to Eng- 
land receaving a bill of lading for y e same & to pay such depts 
as ffox did owe in this Country. 

(5) William Davis, aged 33, who came in the William and Thomas, 
in 1618, was living on the Eastern Shore 1624-5. 
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It is ordered y* there be a warrant sent for Henry Geny 
doe appear before the Governor & Councill at James Cyttie 
within xxx days next after y e sight of the warrant to answer 
to his Contempt in goinge A Tradinge Contrary to the Act 
of the generall Assembly. 



(170.) 

The deposition of John Taylor (6) about the age of xxxviii 
years taken before Abraham Persie, Esquire and Capt. Wm. 
Tucker the xxiiii th of June 1625. 

The deponent sayeth y l Capt. George Thorpe came unto 
him and demanded wh.[at?] were two of the best cowes be- 
longing to S'r Thomas Dale biddinge of him for to appoynte 
him unto two of the best Cowes for he was to have them, w'ch 
this Examanant did do. The w'ch Cowes were delivered 
unto Capt. Thorpe about six dayes after, but by whose order 
he knoweth not, for at that Tyme Mr. Henry Watkins was 
overseer of the La. Dales servantes and Cattle and had the 
comand of them, This Examanants knowledge therof is That 
Mr. Watkins p'mised him a rewarde to have a care of the 
Cattle belonging to the La. Dale, And to this Examinants 
knowledge S'r George Yardley, Knight, did never give order 
for the lending of these two Cowes to Capt. Thorpe, for by 
whose order he had those Cattle he knoweth [not?], yett 
by all likely wise it was by order from Mr. Watkins, when 
this Examinant saw Capt. Thorpe & the saide Henry Wat- 
kins talke sundry tymes together about that tyme, And further 
this Examinant Sayeth that the names of those Cowes were 
to the best of his remembrance called Bellowman and the 
other Morgan, w'ch were also marked with S'r Thomas Dales 
marke uppon the homes. And as this Exa't thinketh was 
about the tyme of our Lord 1620, neither doth he know of any 

(6) John Taylor, aged 34, who came in the Swan in 1610, was living 
at Elizabeth City 1624-5. Rebecca Taylor, aged 22, who came in the 
Margaret and John, 1623, appears next to John Taylor in the census and 
was doubtless his wife. John Taylor, it is evident, had, previous to the 
massacre, lived at Berkeley Hundred. Henry Watkins lived on the 
Eastern Shore in Feb. 1623-4, and in March 1623-4, was a member of the 
House of Burgesses. He, too, seems to have lived at Berkeley before 
the Massacre. 
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other Cattle or goates of the said S'r Thomas Dales that were 
delivered to any other p'sone w'tsoever, He also afnrmeth 
that S'r George Yardley aforesaid never spoke to him or to any 
other to his knowledge for the delivering of any cattle y' did 
any way belong unto the Ladie Dale, And this is as much as 
this Examinant can saye unto the firste and second Interroga- 
tories p'duced by Charles Hamar in the behalfe of the La. Dale. 
William Tucker. The Marke of John X Taylor. 



(171.) 

Interrogatories to be imp'ted [ ?] to John Taylor of Elizabeth 
Cyttie one the p'te and behalfe of the right Worp'l the Lady 
Elizabeth Dale as followth 

In primis. doe you know whether Capt. Thorpe late de- 
ceased had in his possession Cattle of any kinde w'tsoever be- 
longing of ryghte to the la. Dale aforesaide 

Did not S'r George Yardley Knight loan two Cowes of the 
said La. Dales to the saide Capt. Thorpe, what were the names 
and markes of the said two Cowes, and how longe tyme were 
they so lent unto y e saide Capt. Thorpe, do you know whether 
any other p'sons were presente or pryvee to the delivery of 
the s'd two Cowes or of any other Cowes or goates of the La 
Dales to the saide Capt. Thorpe or his Servants by Sr George 
Yardley his order, what are the names of the saide p'sons, 
and how many are the saide Cattle or goates or eyther of them. 
Declare the truth of your Knowledge according to your best 
remembrance unto every poynte of this Interrogatorie. 

Item, do you know whether S'r George Yardley himself or 
any other p'son either deceased or now livinge in this land or 
elsewhere hath at any tyme within your remembrance pos- 
sessed and employed to his owne p'pr use any of the Cattle 
or goates or the breede of them belonging of right to the saide 
La Dale, w* are the names of such p'sones and how many are 
those Cattle and goates or their breede that were so possessed 
and used, how long it is since the saide p'sones had them, by 
what order, and of whom had the saide p'sons those Cattle, 
and their breede, declare ye truth of your knowledge to your 
remembrance. 
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(172.) 
Whereas John Southeme (7) of Titchfield in the Countie of 
Southampton was divers years since sent over into Virginia 
for the managinge the affayres of Southampton Hundred but 
by the Commandments of the Governor was sent upp to the 
Iron Workes where he was in many places of his bodie greavously 
wounded, To his almost utter Undoinge and growing now old 
and weake havinge theere Wiefe & Children is willing to Come 
for Englande, We whose names are hereunder written Adven- 
turers for the Plantacone of the same Southampton Hundred, 
havinge promised libertie to the saide Southerne before his 
goinge hither that he Should retume at his pleasure, Doe 
heereby Desire the Governor and Counsell of Virginia for the 
tyme beinge and in p'ticular S'r George Yardley to whom the 
principall charge of the saide Hundred is Committed, to permitt 
the said John Southerne to repayre Unto England whenever he 
shalbe willinge soe to Doe w'ch reasonable request hoping you 
will nott Deny, We take our Leaves and rest this ffirst of August 
1624. from London, Your very lovinge friends, 

H. Southampton (8) 
Arthur Branfield, John Farrar. 

Nicholas Farrar, Gab'l Barber. 

(173.) 

A Courte held the XXI th of November 1625, beinge present 
S'r ffrancis Wyatt, Knight Governor &c, Capt. ffrancis West, 
Capt. Roger Smith, Capt. Raphe Hamor, Mr. William Cley- 
bourne. 

Robert Newman (9) sworne and examined sayeth y* 

(7) John Southerne came in the George in 1620, and lived at James 
Cittie 1624-5. He was a Burgess in 1623 and 1629-30 for James City 
Island, so that he must have returned from England. The ' 'iron works 
were at Palling Creek. The Earl of Southampton had an estate at 
Tichfield, and was buried there. 

(8) Henry Wriothesly, 3d, Earl of Southampton, friend and patron 
of Shakespeare and an eminent member of the Virginia Company. One 
cannot help feeling regret that a document with signatures of such in- 
terest (which was of course sent to Virginia) was not preserved. 

(9) The "Muster" of William Gayne and Robert Newman at Eliza- 
beth City in the Census of 1624-5, included eight persons, among them, 
Newman, himself, aged 25, who came in the Neptune in 1618. Edward 
Nevell seems to have been agent or supercargo for Thos. Weston, mer- 
chant, of London. 
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M r Crispe demanded his Tobacco of Mr. Nevell and Mr. Nevell 
made his answere y* he wold not deliver Mr. Crispe to the 
vallew of a pounde w'thout order from Mr. Weston or that Mr. 
Weston did come himselfe, and saide let the Tobacco rott or 
Spoyle he cared nott. 

And further this deponent sayeth that Mr. Crispe did often 
tymes demand his Tobacco of Mr. Nevell but he wold not de- 
liver it to him. 

Edward Nevell beinge examined sayeth y* Mr. Crispe did 
divers Tymes demande his Tobacco of him & that he told 
Mr. Crispe y* unles he would bring Mr. Wetheredge to enter 
into bond y* Mr. Crispe should not Truck away this Tobacco 
in y e Countrey he would not deliver him any without Speciall 
order from Mr. Weston. Mr. Weston gave the order not to 
deliver Mr. Crispe any Tobacco unles Mr. Wetheredge would 
enter into a bond for Mr. Crispe or some other M*. And fur- 
ther he acknowledged y* these denials were made before Mr. 
Wetheredge went away. 



(174.) 

A Courte held the 24 th of November 1625, beinge present 
S'r ffrancis Wyatt, Knight, Governor &c, Capt. Roger Smith, 
Capt. Samuel Mathews, Mr. William Cleybourne. 

Y* is ordered y* Capt. Tucker shall deliver to Mr. Samuell 
[Daniell] Gookins servants for there necessary use and Susten- 
tatione Support Apparell Wheat and Corne for one whole yeere, 
According to theire Covenants, And that the same be delivered 
unto them presentlye, for that theire tyme of service is fully 
expired. And in regard y* Capt. Tucker hath written to 
Mr. Gookin Conceminge the Covenante between Mr. Gookin 
and these men now sett free, The Court conceaves it fitt that 
these men may dispose of themselves for this next yeere untill 
putting in securitie to Capt. Tucker to give Mr. Gookin such 
Satisfactione as the law shall awarde. 
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And further it is ordered that John Curtis (10) shall have his 
Pass to goe to Englande his brother Thomas Curtis goinge 
bond to be answerable for such suits as by Mr. Gookin shalbe 
comenced against him for one Conceminge any Covenant be- 
twixt Mr. Gookin and him. 

(10) John Curtis, aged 22, who came in the Flyinge Hart, in 1621, 
lived at Elizabeth City 1624r-5. Thos. Curtis, aged 24, who also came 
in the Flyinge Hart was then one of Daniel Gookin's servants at "Newports 
Newes." Gookins men had evidently came over under "covenant" or 
indenture to him. 

(To be continued) 



